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A Word from the Managing Director 
 
And so it comes to pass that another year is at an end.  
 
I hope the past year brought you the goodwill and cheer that you sought after? Did you do 
the things that you planned to do this year? Whatever the year brƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎ 
to know that most of us did progress and we did survive all that our part of the world threw 
at us.  
Does it seem to you that the world today and for much of the past few years is certainly not 
a happy place? Has the world ever been a happy place? Will the Middle Eastern people of 
the world throw off the shackles of their dictators? Will the Euro survive? Will our western 
world economics survive?  Are we seeing the changing of the guard? Are we on the brink of 
a new world order? Does anyone know? Where are our leaders taking us? Do they know 
what they are doing? Have we just simply lost our way? 
 
Life it seems is one big question mark.  I am sure you will agree! We at Jeff Hort Engineering 
like most companies are very aware of what is going on around us. We have not been able 
to attract the benefits of the mining boom to any degree. Simply because we have not been 
able to hold our skilled trades labour against what the market is offering.  
We are holding our own, in a positive way and we believe there will be changes in the early 
part of 2012 that may help us correct some of our skills depletion.  
Remaining positive is something we do well. Thanks to our committed staff, we will survive 
and live through these present circumstances.  We are still spending capital to ensure that 
we are better placed for the future and we know that we are a more professional 
organization today because of where we have been. So bring on 2012. 
[ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŜŜǊΦ  Iƻǿ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ   Iow lucky we are to live in 
a free society. Most people of the world just want to be free, safe and well fed.  
In many societies people live there whole life and never see or do the things that we take 
for granted every day. 
So let us think of these peoples whilst we enjoy our families and do the things that we take 
for granted this Christmas and New Year. 
Please be careful, drive safely and be of good cheer, but only when not driving. 
Our business will remain open over the festive season albeit with a reduced staff. 
 If you need us, just call as you would do normally. 

 Cheers      Jeff H 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thatôs My Opinioné.. 

Why do we wish people a  
ā\t¢¢© Rw¢x£¤|p£ĂN 

Before I start, I would like to say I have no Christian agenda here, but 
L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀ άaŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέΣ ƛǎ 
it just a habit, or is it just because everyone else says it. 
 
I wished an acquaintance of mine a couple of days ago ŀ άaŜǊǊȅ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ because L ƪƴŜǿ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ŀƎain until the New 
Year. The response to my glib friendly remark was a smile and the 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ά¸ƻǳ ǘƻƻέ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άaŜǊǊȅ ¸ƻǳ ¢ƻƻέ 
I wondered if I offended him. May be he had an ethnic background 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦΦ PerhapǎΧΦΦ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
never my intention.  
I should have said άIŀǇǇȅΣ IŀǇǇȅΣ aŜǊǊȅΣ aŜǊǊȅέ and left it open 
aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ άIŀǇǇȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎέ ƻǊ ά{Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ 
DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ Řŀȅǎέ 
άIŀǇǇȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅsέ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ that include: 
· !ƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ άChŀƎ {ŀƳŜŀŎƘέ meaning 
greeting on Passover, Sukkot, and Shavuot. or 
· A collective and inclusive wish for the period encompassing 
Thanksgiving, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Winter 
solstice, The Nativity of the Lord, St. Stephen's Day, the New Year and 
Epiphany.  
· A substitution for "Merry Christmas".  
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǇƭŀŎŜ άIŀǇǇȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅέ ƛǎ ƴƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǎƻ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ǘƻ 
ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άIŀǇǇȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅέ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
inclusive of widely celebrated events like Hanukkah, Christmas, and 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ .ǳǘΣ IŀƴǳƪƪŀƘ ŜƴŘŜŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ф 
!ƴŘΣ L ōŜǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ άIŀǇǇȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
ōȅ άIŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿŜŜƪ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ 
and retail cashier. 
The word Christmas origiƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
aŀǎǎέ ƛƴ млоуΦ 
All of this is even more peculiar considering Christmas is recognized 
as a public holiday in countries around the world ς many of whose 
populations are largely non-Christian. 
Then there is a billion dollar commercial impact of the Christmas 
holiday. Retailers profit handsomely from a holiday (one that has a lot 
of its tradition based in pagan origin including the winter solstice date 
of December 25). 
{ƻ L ŀǎƪΧ 
Did I cross the line this past week with my Christmas greetings? No I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΣ it was well intended as I wanted to wish you a joyous 
time, and think about the original meaning a time to reflect and 
contemplate. 
 
A great man once said, "He who takes offense when none is intended 
is a fool, he who takes offense when offense was intended, is also a 
fool" 
²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΗ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊǎ 
 
Mr. Ed 
 
 

Holiday Diet Tips   

· If no one sees you eat it, it has no calories. 
· If you drink a diet soda with a chocolate bar, they cancel 
each other out. 
· When eating with someone else, calories don't count 
if you both eat the same amount. 
· If you eat the food off someone else's plate, it doesn't 
count. 
· Remember STRESSED is just DESSERTS spelled backwards! 
· Foods consumed for medical purposes have no calories. 
· Foods eaten at the movies are much lower in calories 
simply because they are a part of the entertainment 
experience 
· It's not the minutes spent at the table that put on 
weight, it's the seconds.  

· The biggest drawback to fasting for seven days is 
that it makes one weak.  

· The toughest part of a diet isn't watchi ng what you 
eat.   It's watching what other people eat.  

· An excellent way to lose weight is by skipping ... 
snacks and dessert.  

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Cocktail 
I make this cocktail every year. It is great on hot Christmas 
days while watching the test match between the poms and 
the Aussies. 
 
In a large glass jug - fill with ice about half way  
IŀƭŦ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ±ƻŘƪŀ ό¢ŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŜ ±ƻŘƪŀ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ 
gone off). 
Half a cup of blue curacao (It never goes off). 
Half a cup of Grenadine (or raspberry juice). 
Fill with Champagne (or Lemonade if you have to). Stir and 
sip 

REMEMBER DRINK IN MODERATION 

 
 

New Year is the time to 
unfold new horizons  

and realize new dreams, 
to rediscover the strength  

and faith within you, 
to rejoice in simple pleasures  

and 
gear up for all the new challenges 

In 2012 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukkot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shavuot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)


 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From all of us,  
to all of you. 

MERRY  
CHRISTMAS 


